Imported leishmaniasis in Germany 2001-2004: data of the SIMPID surveillance network.
Leishmaniasis is a rare, non-notifiable disease in Germany. Epidemiological and clinical data, therefore, are scarce. Most infections seen in Germany are contracted outside the country. The German surveillance network for imported infectious diseases (Surveillance Importierter Infektionen in Deutschland, or SIPMID) recorded 42 cases of imported leishmaniasis (16 visceral, 23 cutaneous, and 3 mucocutaneous) from January 2001 to June 2004. Although most infections were acquired in European Mediterranean countries, the risk of infection was highest for travelers to Latin America. HIV coinfection was observed significantly more often in patients with visceral leishmaniasis than in patients with cutaneous/mucocutaneous leishmaniasis (31 vs. 4%, p=0.02). The median time to a definitive diagnosis was 85 days in cases of visceral leishmaniasis and 61 days in cases of cutaneous/mucocutaneous leishmaniasis, reflecting the unfamiliarity of German physicians with leishmanial infections. Visceral leishmaniasis was treated most frequently with amphotericin B, whereas cutaneous/mucocutaneous leishmaniasis was treated with a variety of local and systemic therapies. The findings presented here should serve to increase awareness as well as improve clinical management of leishmaniasis in Germany.